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11 The stans which led down to the dons which the
people inhabited arc covered with all kinds of filth, the
dens thcmselvc's are almost fdlcd with dirty boaids, upon
which there is equally foul bidding, and in the corners
there is only dirt Thu smell is heavy and close. Theie
is hardly any light, because the dens aie half undcr-
giound and little hghi obtains entrance through (he
dirty windows. Benraih the window il is absolutely
d-'irk; the walls arc damp and covered with mould."

Only one degtoe less vile than thr> ccll.irs wen: I he insani-
tary wooden sharks on the outskirts of the towns.

Such conditions in country and town, coupled with the
inadequacy of the medical service, both in numbers,
quality, nnd equipment, amply account foi a death rate
of yr).] per thousand, mounting in the case of infants to
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Tt is not hor.tile ciities who throw the most damning
litflil upon conditions in Tsaust Russia. It is from Russia's
own Year Book of 11)14 that we learn that " in 1912,
out of i,oGi towns and mban settlements with a population
exceeding 10,000 (the number of xuban settlements was
182), only mq possessed an organized water supply,
itiukmg 20-6 per cent, of the whole nuiiiljor '*. And it is
fiom Air. Stephen Graham, who says ct his ideal is Holy
Russia, the tbundafjon of which is the pcasanUy, whose
framework is the Church and whose head the Tsar ", tlul
we learn most oi' the squalor of the: peasantry and the
malarial filth of towns on the lovely Black-Sea Riviera.
Tt ii> Stephen Giabatn who assures us thai not all the
skill, courage, brutality, and diplomacy of officials could
stem, the threatening consequences of intolerable condi-
tions of labour: that, an army of adipose bribe-taking
officials and engineer;-, and myriads of the upper class
batten on the public funds: oi thai the two maimed
cathcdmls of Rostov were scamped by the building con-
tractors. It was Stephen Graham who said. " There is
no .such thing as a municipal conscience in Russia", and
adds: " Is it not futile that Professor Mctchnikov in Paris